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During the war, each Soviet army had a Military Gensorship (VTs) Subsection.
The postwar situation -is unchanged for armies located beyond the borders of
the USSR, each having a VI's @ubsection.

The ¥Is is a service of the Ministry of State Security and }under the
jurisdiction of ong of its directorates in Moscow 25X1
VTs Bubsections also exist on Soviet territory, ‘but 25X1

their number was reduced after the war. During the war all letters,

matter from where they came or to whom they were addressed, were censored.
However, since the war, letters within the USSR are only subjected to cen-
sorship by spot-checking. All letters sent abroad from the USSR were censored,
without exception, up to 1948

The Army VTs in Germany is in charge of checking all letters sent to the USSR
by military and civilian personnel. The VI's has its own direct subordination
in the MGB system, so thet VTs Pubsections are not under the Jurisdiction of
the MGB organs located ‘within the (German area controlled by the Group of
Soviet Occupation Forces (GSOV). The VTs organs must fulfill, within their
sphere, the assigmments they‘receive from the MGB; they are obligated to
provide the MGB on their own initiative with all operational intelligence
they collect in the process of their work. A yearly report on the activities
of the VEs is sent to 1ts central organ in Moscow.

The VTs Subsection of an army has at its head a chief and his deputyy The
personnel of the Subsection is largely composed of women. dJust as in the
MGB organs, the executive personnel is composed of senior operational staff
‘officers, oﬂéiattoml ‘gtaff of‘fic‘ars, end -deputies to: operstional ‘staff %fficers.
Al these ‘staff personnél.tire censors. -Lists of Vs rsdhnel are ‘secret.
pey 4nd.'supply of “VIa Subsections are handled by the appropriate 'sections: of ‘the
Go\mtﬁrizn'belligence Directorate’ sothat -VT's pe

"ordinary" army registers. .
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The work of the VIs hag as 1ts goals: (a) to detect correspondence between
agents of foreign intelligence services; (b) to detect and eliminate letters
the contents of which arcuse suspicion of espionage; (c) to find and €limi-
nate from letters, by ¢érossing out, any information which could be used by
enemy intelligence, which could serve as "imperialistic" propaganda material,
or whifh could hurt the fighting spirit of the armed forces or that of the
Soviet!population. Even the prices of certain goods in the USSR were con-
sidereé. to be of use ‘bo foreign intelligence and were carefully crossed out
by the censor.

These assigmnents of the VIs are carried out by numkrous censors. Their duty
18 to reed attentively the mail which arrives at the VIs of the GSOV in Germany
from the central field post office.

The censor's work is appraised according to the number of letters checked

in & work day and accqrding to the number of letters he discovers which are
Yobvicusly"sent by spies or which contain information elther suspicious or
harmful to the Soviet Government. If the censor discovers anything of this
kind, he takes the letters to the deputy chief or chief 'of the VIs, who gives
him instructions on how to deal with the letter. Since the sender (in Germany)
is obliged to give his "address, in the majority of cases his location will be
known. If the letter arouses suspicions of espionage, it is, depending on
the importance of the case, photographed and sent to the address, or copled,
or even confiscated and not forwarded to the address. Then one copy of the
letter is sent to the orgen of the MGB covering the area of the sender's
residence, and another ‘copy is sent to the MGB organ covering the addressee's
residence. Both MGB organs, upon recelving these copies, place the sender
and the addressee under agent investigation.

Sometimes the letter must be confiscated for operational reasons. In this
case, the original and a copy of the letter are sent to the: organs. of’
the MGB which cover the area of the sender and the addressee. In such a case P
in a covering letter the VTs Subsection would write: "We address to you here-
with 'K' material of the sender (follows his address and information); the
addressee is (ini‘ormation on the addressee)" 'l‘he letter "K" in VIe means
confiscation. .~ S : o }

If the letter contains Information which can be used by enemy intelligence

or which endangers the Soviet Government because it can help enemy propaganda,
this information is crossed out after a copy has been made of the letter. A
memorandum is then sent to the corresponding organ of the MGB "for operational
use™. The latter organ starts an agent investigation on the basis of such a
memorandum. In such a case the confiscation of the whole letter is not ex-
cluded.

In cases when an MGB organ suspecta someone of criminal activity and in the
course of the investiga.tion requires that all connections of the supposed
criminal bve establishe(l, all correspondence must be placed under so-called
¥PK.® The investigating MGB organ makes a special request to VDe: "We res
quest that you place under 'PK' all the incoming and outgoing medl of such-
snd-such person and forward all information to us." Then the time during
which the "PK" must be carried out is indicated. MGB orgesns understarid the
tetters "PK" to mean “checking and control (proverka i kontrol). However;. ,
some MiBpersonnel interpret these two lettere as ™censoring of correspondence"
(perlyustratsiya korrespondentsii). In compliance with the MGB reQuest, the
VI's must censor all mail of such p person, both incoming and outgoing. Copies
are regularly made of this mail and sent to the organ of the MGB.

The VTs Subsection does not carry on agent investigations, but is only an
auxilisyy organ which helps the MGB in its work.
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From 1945, a VIs also existed in Germany for the German population., German
correspondence, however, was not checked openly, as was that of Soviet citizens.
The personnel of this VIs was compised of young Soviet women who had recently
ecmpleted brief courses in forelgn languages. There were also a few censors
who graduated from foreign language institutes. These censors' knowledge of
foreign languages was géry poor and they could read German gothic script only
with difficulty. ,

About the end of 1945 or the beginning of 1946, a directive signed by the
Commender-in-Chief of the Group of Occupation Forces (GSov) wes addressed to
ell army, corps, and division commanders which contained information pnovided
by the VTs Subsection dealing with the mail of the German population. The
directive contaeined extracts from letters written by Germans living in the
Soviet Occupation Zone. These extracts showed the extremeranti-Soviet feeling
of the Germans, who vigwed Boviet goldiere as robbers and rapists. Marshal
Zhukov ordered commanding officers (the directive was to be read to regimental
commanders) to take decisive measures to fight undisciplined end criminal
elements in the S,oviet,;Army.

Prior to 1941, the correspondence of Soviet citizens wms always checked: .
by the organs of the MGB. This censorship, however, was not performed on &
large scale, but was spplied to mall of persons suspected of political crinmes.
Besides this, the MGB censorship undertook periodic general spot-checking of
meil. In larger cities meany mail boxes were equipped with special devices,
which, when the letter was dropped in the box, stamped the.envelope, making
it possible to ddentify the spot in the eity where the letter was mailed.

Before 1941, the MGB chensorship also used to mark envelopes of censored

the letter had been censored.

letters by stamping the letteﬁwl@wmm
25X1

Prior to 1941 and during the war, all correspondence sent or coming from abroad
was censored, and correspondents were placed on the MGB operational lists. Such
meil was copied orj more often, photographed. The VTs applied chemical treat-

ment to some letTAnA._Ln_deﬁr_to_EﬁkﬂblL&h_\ihELhGI‘ invisible ink was used for
secret writing.

of the Soviet intelligence and security orgens, rege,gdiess of date.
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1. Comment: the term "MGB" Lovef"nearly all branches25X1



